THE  ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

later and more extreme Protestant movement which origin-
ated in south-eastern France and Switzerland. Zwingli the
Swiss, and Calvin the Frenchman, were the leaders, of this
new Protestantism. In 1540 Calvin had published his
Institutio Religionis Christianae, where he applies to Protestant
dogma and Church government a mind as ruthlessly logical
as those of the great Catholic Schoolmen of the Middle Ages.
Lutheranism had been largely negative in character. Calvin-
ism wras a great ordered system of theology, ethics and
ecclesiastical organisation. The Franco-Swiss Reformation
did not influence England much at first, but its doctrine and
discipline soon began to make an appeal to a small minority
of ardent spirits who were dissatisfied with the via media of
Cranmer. These men were the spiritual ancestors of the great
Puritan movement of the seventeenth century,

Edward died in 1553, and after the brief and tragic inter-
lude of Lady Jane Grey, he was succeeded by his elder sister
Mary the daughter of Catharine of Aragon, who restored
Roman Catholicism and married Philip II of Spain. Mary's
persecution of the Protestants, though hardly more ferocious
than Henry VIII's persecution of the papalists and the re-
ligious orders, was more spectacular, and the burning of
about three hundred persons including Latimer, Cranmer
and other distinguished men as well as many humbler but
equally brave victims probably popularised Protestantism
more than all the preaching of the reign of Edward VI. It
gave the new religion a martyrology more vivid arid less re* !
mote than that of Romanism and this advantage was cleverly
and unscrupulously exploited in the lurid narratives of Fore's i
Acts and Monuments (The Book of Martyrs) first published in \
1563, which was one of the most popular English books for !
two centuries. It is to be noticed that Mary did not dare to
restore the lands and property of the religious orders to their
original owners. The new Families were already too strongly
entrenched for any sovereign, however ardently Catholic, to
dislodge them. Their leader was a clever squire called Sir
William Cecil. Like most of his fellows he conformed to
Romanism under Mary, but when she died, he and his friends
rallied to the support of her sister Elizabeth, Anne Boleyn!&
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